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turned out not to be by Bernard Shaw. But all rules are
adopted, or modified, or discarded, solely to make his
material more effective, never to make it stylish.
In one other way Shaw will never change. He will
always be a bit of an actor. We have seen how as a young
man he had to decide between presenting a bold front to
the world and going under, and we remember how he
walked the Embankment for twenty minutes summoning
up courage to ring the bell of the house where he was
bidden to supper. Well, he decided not to go under.
Accordingly he fashioned for himself a mask suitable for
dealing with all kinds of people on all kinds of occasions.
In thus becoming an actor by self-propulsion as it were, he
discovered that he was already one by nature. The mask
was gradually built up of prophet's beard, devil's tufts, and
goat-god eyebrows; the result proving admirably suitable
for the various parts he had to play as critic, dramatist,
orator, revolutionary, or crank. As remarked before, the
mask fitted so well that Shaw never removed it, and later,
with habit, it became so much a part of him that he could not
have removed it had he wished. He is still wearing it,
therefore, and as a self-confessed 'natural born mountebank/
Shaw has long headlined as a free-lance world star. Under
contract to no manager, he makes his appearances on the
world's Variety Circuit when he pleases, always topping the
bill, and always hailed with delight as a funny man. Foot-
lights he regards as antiquated: the microphone for him.
Why act before thousands when you can act before millions ?
Who but a born actor, revelling in a star part, and confident
of his ability to give a brilliant, word-perfect performance,
would dare to start a radio speech as follows: 'Your
Majesties, your Royal Highnesses, Your Excellencies, your
Graces and Reverences, my Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen,
fellow citizens of all degrees' ? And who but a very good
actor, with the inborn ability to pitch his material in the
right key from the start, could have got away with it ?
Shortly after the suspension of world war in 1918 Shaw
essayed a new role: that of old man. His first appearance
in it was on the publication of Back to Methuselah. * My
sands are running out; the exuberance of 1901 has aged